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WESTPORT TASKFORCE 

Statement by Minister for Ports 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Ports) [10.04 am]: Today, the 
Westport Taskforce released its short list of five port and supply chain options to manage Perth’s growing 
freight needs for the long term. This is a significant milestone in the evidence-based, collaborative and 
independent process established by the McGowan government in 2017. The short list results from the 
assessment and comparison of 25 options based on the ports at Fremantle, Bunbury and Kwinana, together with 
their related supply chains. Options were awarded scores across a range of important criteria, including capital 
costs, social amenity and environmental impacts. Three short-listed options for the future handling of containers 
involve moving from Fremantle to Kwinana, while two further options propose sharing the task between 
Fremantle and Kwinana. Several Fremantle-only options were assessed, but rated poorly due to the significant 
economic and social impediments, particularly involving substantial road and rail infrastructure development. 
Four Bunbury options were assessed, but the distance from Perth, high capital costs and port depth constraints 
prevented them from making the short list. However, the Westport Taskforce identified other opportunities to 
expand the port and local industries, and these will be explored further. It is unsurprising that all short list 
options involve a new port at Kwinana; this is not new thinking. As far back as the Stephenson–Hepburn plan of 
the 1950s, there was a plan to build a major port in the outer harbour, and subsequent governments from both sides 
have supported the notion for more than 60 years. Having reached this important milestone, the Westport Taskforce 
will now focus on the next stages of the process, which will determine the best option for the state’s long-term 
requirements. The timings, scale and cost estimates of the new port will also be confirmed. The Westport Taskforce 
also released reports on long-term trade forecasts and a report on the costs of retaining Fremantle as a standalone 
container port option. 
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